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Y And J heard a Voice from Heaven, ſay- 
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ing to me, Bleſſed are the Dead that die 


O 


in the Lord, from henceforth, yea ſaith 
the Spirit, that they may reſt from their 
Eabours, and their Works do follow 
them. e 17 20 


Arq HIS memorable and divine Sentence 
that is here recorded with ſo pecu- 
liar Solemnity, highly deſerves our 
moſt attentive Conſideration, and 
ſuitable Improvement. ; 
— *Tis a Sentence delivered by a Voice 
from Heaven, both to intimate to us the great Im- 
portance and Weight of it; and to confirm our Faith 


in the Truth of it as certain and unqueſtionable: 


And the inſpired Penman is commanded to write it 
down, that it may ſtand on Record, for the perpe- 
tual Uſe, and laſting Confolation of the Church of 
God, and of all the ſincere and faithful Members 
of it to the end of Time. „ 
Tis true indeed many learned and judicious Ex- 
poſitors ſuppoſe theſe Words to have ſome ſpecial 
reference to ſome particular Period and Time of the 


\ Chriſtian, Church, from that. Expreſſion LA I 


which we render, henceforth, or from this Time. 
_ Thus, ſome; ſuppoſe that the Words more emi- 
nently refer to the Caſe of ſuch as die in the Lord, hy 
dying as Martyrs in his Cauſe, and ſcaling his Troy 
v7 2 wit 


„ 1 and — . darts againſt all 


whom they brand as Hereticks for refuſing to com- 
- ply with their Errors, Idolatry and Antichriſtian Ty- 
Fanny. 
But tho they thus raſhly cenſure em as accur- 
| fed Hereticks, yet the Spirit of God pronounces a 
quite contrary Sentence upon 'em; he declares em 
to be Bleſſed in their Death, aſſuring 'em they Pall 
reſt from their Labours, and their Works ſhall follow 
them. 

Others ſuppoſe theſe Words to refer to the more 
peaceable Times of the Chriſtian Church. 

Some refer them to thoſe Times that paſſed be- 
fore the Rage of Antichriſtian Perſecution began: 
Others to the happy Times that ſhould ſucceed tire 
Deſtruction and Fall of Myſtical Babylon. Accord- 
ingly they expound them concerning the pecutiur 
Privilege and Happineſs of thoſe that ſhould peaerz- 
bly enter into their everlaſting Reſt, either before that 
terrible Storm of Antichriſtian Perſecution | aroſe, 
or after it was laid and calmed. Such being either 

fea aſonably removed from the Evils to come, or gone 
off the Stage when they were paſt and gone. 
© But all do agree, That the Words contain a cer- 
tain and undoubted Truth, as they are applicable 
to every faithful deceafed Servant of Chriſt in eve- 


| 5 ry Age. All ſuch as die in the Lord are truly Bleſſod. 


And they are fo for the Reaſons here aſſigned, wiz 1 
Becauſe they reſt from their Labours, and theit Works | 
follow bem. And tis in this ral ard compre- 


henſive Senſe, that I would : at Pr[iene's conſi SI 
We. 


Apply weg. 


1 First, A General Aſſertion, # 2 are by 
that die in the Lord. ih 
Secondly, We have the Reafons 
ſuch are pronounced Bleſſed, viz.. Ti 
from their Labours, and their Works folow. them... - 
Firſt, We have here a General Aſertion 1 
down, Bleed are the Dead that die. in tie Lord... W 


In ſpeaking to this important Try ath, 

I. I ſhall conſider, who are here deſcrib'd, wiz. The 
Dead that die in the Lord. 

II. The gracious Sentence pronounced * chem 
biz, That they are Bleſſed. 


I. We are to conſider, who are here deferit'd, 
Vit. The Dead that die in the Lord. 
'Tis indeed true, That thoſe Martyrs who have 
1 ebeefullg laid down their Lives in the Cauſe of 
riſt, and freely andergone a violent Death in de» 
ence of his ſacred Truth, and pure Worſhig, cry, may 
in a more eminent ſenſe be ſaid to have died 
* | Zord. Becauſe they have died on his acomme and fo 
*- | his fake; they have ſacrificed their Lives, 'to bear 
their Teſtimony to his Word, and te maintain his 
Gaufe and Intereſt in the World. Tis for Aut fake, 
that they were by their blood-thirſty Enemies tid 
| aud ail rhe Day long, and accounted as Sheep for ut 
I Sanghter . Tis their inviolable Fidelity to him 
4 bs ms them prefer his Honour before all che 
1 3 Enjoy ments of Life, and before Life it 


" works no Reaſon to conline che Scale of 
this Expreſſion to thoſe. that defer n 
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tures Pre all the faithful Diſciples and Fol- 
» who are departed this Life. All | 


tude, our Fins in Chriſt may import, 


1. Our Dying in the Lord may import the State in 


They are his, both Living and Dying; who theres 
tze the Lord, both of the Living and the Dead r. 
zs preſent with the Lord, when abſent from the Boch H. 


they ſhall enjoy the bliſsful Preſence and Sight of 


6 A Sermonon the Death 7 


Since tis uſed in other Places of the Holy Scrip- 
lowers of Chri 
ſuch are repreſented as fallen aſleep in Chriſt.) And 
we read elſewhere, That the Dead in Chriſt (an Ex- 
preſſion comprehenſive of all deceaſed Saints) Hall 
riſe firſt, when he ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a 
Shout, with the Voice of an Archangel, and with the 
Trump of God f. | FE 

And if we take the Expreſſion in this juſt Lati-. 


Partly, The State in which every true Chri- 
F 7 25 = | 

| Partly, The Excellent Frame and Diſpoſition of Soul 

wherein he dies. | 


= 


which every true Chriſtian dies. 


1 


As all true Chriſtians are by a living Faith | 


implanted into the Son of God, united to him asf} 


| 


| eheir 


EXPEC 


their vital Head, and made the Living Members o 


his Myſtical Body; ſo Death it ſelf does no way diſ⸗ 
ſolve their Relation and Union to their Bleſſed Lord. 


fore both died and roſe and revived again, that he might 
As to their departed Souls, they are repreſented 


Or (as we may paraphraſe the Emphatical Expreſ- 
fons uſed in the Original) when they quit theſe 


receive 
lives } 
World 
ſends 
partin 
ther 11 
for em 
in pa} 


Earthly Tabernacles to which they were confinedg 
winle they ſoſourned on this Earth as Strangers id 
a Foreign Land, they go to thoſe Regions of 
Light which they' regard as their Native Country, 
their Everlaſting Home and Habitation; and where 


— 
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1 Cor. xv. 18. Þ 1 Theſ. ir. 6. + Rom. iy. 8, 9. 
5 1 Cor. v, 8. | 1 
their 


van 
that w 
Body) 
preſent 
IS do 
depoſit 
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crip> | cheir glorify'd Redeemer. And therefore I can ſee 
no ſolid Ground for the Opinion of ſome ancient 
All | Chriſtian Writers (reviv'd of late by ſome modern 
And | Divines) that aſſerts the Souls of deceaſed Saints 
Ex- | to be in ſome middle Place different from this Earth 
Hall and from the higheſt Heavens. Tis obſervable that 
th a | when the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of the whole Family. of 
the | God, he aſſigns no other Places of their different 
| Abodes, but Heaven and Earth *; and when he him- 
Atl». | ſelf expected upon his departure hence to be with 
Chriſt, we have juſt Reaſon to conclude, that he 

expected to be where he now is, and that is doubt- 
leſs in the higheſt Heavens. „ 
But to return from this (tho no unſeaſonable Di- 
greſſion) the Souls of deceaſed Saints are at Death 
as well as in this preſent Life, the Objects of the 
peculiar Love of their indeared Lord, and go out 
Jof this World in a ſtate of Acceptance and Favour 
{with him. He graciouſly hears and anſwers the de- 
& | Gout Requeſts * their departing Spirits, when with 
ile dying Stephen they call on him, and ſay, Lord Jeſus, 
+ | receive my Spirit f. He who was once Dead, and no 
* | lives for evermore, and who has the Keys of the unſeen 
World +, and of Death (the dark Paſſages into it) 
ſends his Guard of Angels to conduct their de- 
parting Souls into thoſe bliſsful Manfions in bis Fa- 
« [ther Houſe, where he is gone before to prepare a Place 
for 'em, And where they find his gracious. Promiſe 
in part accompliſhed, That where he is, there his 
want, /ball alſo le ff. He therefore died for them, 
i chat whether they wake (by continuing to act in the 
Body) or whether they ſleep (by reſting from their 
preſent Labours in it) they may live together with him . 
As to their Bodies themſelves, which are at Death 
depoſited in the Grave, our Bleſſed Lord owns a 


— 
— {. 


E iii. 1. f Ads vii. 59, + "Ad; Rev. i. 18. 


E 
T Jo n xiv. 23. LF 1 Thel. v. 10. 
> | Rela- 


$ _ A Sermon an the Deulb , 
Relation to them, and Intereſt in them. Their vey |- 
Duſt it ſelf is under his peculiar Gaardianſhip'and 1 
Care- And tho” theſe mortal Bodies of theirs are 
at preſent the Captives and Spoil of Death, over 1 
which it ſeems oa as a mighty c—— | 2 of 
they are Priſoners of Hope. They are a part 1 
| Gas Lord's Purchaſe, which he lin due Time «4 
releaſe from the Power of Death, when he comes "of 


to conquer that laſt Enemy, and to conſummate the 
reat Work of Redemption, by putting our entire], 
ature into the Poſſeſſion of that glorious Immor- 
tality which he has procured for us, and reveal'd 
to us. And accordingly, all true Chriſtians are re- 
preſented as waiting for their compleat Adoption, to 
wit, the Redemption of the Body F. For tis then they 
ſhall be moſt eminently manifeſted to be the Chil- 
dren of God, by being Children of the Reſurreftion . 
Ho juſtly then may thoſe be ſaid to die in they 
Lord, whom neither Life nor Death ſhall ſeparatg] . 
from his Love +! Who in Death as well as Lrfe, "a < 
tain their Union to him, and Alliance with hig, 
Whole Souls are receiv'd into his immediate Pres] -, 
ſence, to live with him for ever; and whoſe Bodi 
are reſerv'd in the ſafe Dormitory of the Grave, t. 
be made in due Time Partakers of a glorious end-! 
leſs Life, when he ſhall come by his powerful Voice, 
to call em (as he did Lazarus) out of their Tombs; 
and by a marvellous transforming Change, rs fa- 
ſhion them like to his own glorious Body, by that mie 
Power, whereby he is able to ſubdue all Things to Wl * 
. Bat, | oY „ 
2. Our dying in the Lord may farther. imply 
the excellent Frame and Diſpeſition wherein à true 
Chriſtian dies. 8 RF 
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Tlhoſe divine Principles, thoſe devout Affections 
and ro his bleſſed Redeemer, which animated à true 
's are Chriſtian through the whole Courſe of his regene- 


over | rate Life, continue with him to his laſt Moments. 


ueror,, -And they are ſo far from being extinguiſh'd by 


art of Death, that they often upon the Approach thereof, 


Time] exert chemſelyes with greate Vigour and Viva- 


:omes _— 

te the lis Soul is under the governing lofluence of di- 
entire. vine Faith, and Hope, and Zove.- 

— : A living Faith in the Son of God, PTS e 


veal d — and gave himfelf for him, is one of thoſe ex- 
re re-| * Principles, by which a true Chriſtian not 


ten, to only Iives, but alſo dies. What we read concerning 

they -thole Saints that liv'd before the Coming of _ 

Chi. is much more applicable to thoſe that have e 

7. and improv'd the clearer Light of the Goſpel: e 

in the lation; Theſe all died in Faith," being perſuaded of, and 
pore p - imbyacing [the Divine Promiſes; confeſſing 3 

2 Strangers and Pilgrims on this Earth, and declaring that 


him. 'ebey- fought for a bertor, even an heavenly Country s. By 
5 +, + this Principle they have perſever'd 76 the End, in 
odigs 


the Belief of that heavenly Doctrine which their 
. » Saviour has reveal'd, and in the Allegiance and Fi- 
Uelity they o- d to their Lord-Redeemer, and in 


"neſs; for the Accompliſhment of his great and pre- 


ant unſeen State of future Glory. By this Faith they 
have commended their departing Spirits (as Stephen 

Aid bis) into his gracions Hands, being perſuaded 

Of his Ability, to keep what they had committed (as a 

VDepoſtum or Truft) to him, to the great Day of his 

Slorious Appearance f. 

Their divine Hope as well as Faith, continued to 
- the End. They had caſt this Anchor 2 their Souls 


— 
|. a. 


5 1 Heb. xi. 13, 14, Cc. T 2 Tim. i. 11. 


* oy” 
By ns i Butt. 9 ky 
# 


their humble Reliance on his Power and -Faithful- 


<ious Promiſes, and eſpecially thoſe that relate to 


10 A Sermon on the Death of 

-(not downward but upward) within the Vail. And it 
prov'd ſure and ſtedfaſt, not only to carry them | J 
through leſſer Storms during their Voyage through a 
this tempeſtuous Sea, but even through that laſt and 
molt terrible Storm that brought on the great Ship- d 


wrack of Nature. ' In the Strength of this Hope their i 
Souls came ſafe to the bliſsful Shore of the World | mw 
above, where they cou'd with Serenity and Joy, it 
look back on thoſe boiſterous Waves, by which this | rc 
crazy Veſſel of the Body was rent and torn. They d 
regarded not Death as miſerable Worldlings do, as 0 
the utter Extinction of their Hopes, but rather as tl 
the begun Accompliſoment of them; even as the hap- 11 
py Seaſon, when their Faith ſhou'd be turn'd into tt 
Sight, and their Hope into uniterrupted joyful Frui- H 

tion. | | p 5 
Their Love to their bleſſed Lord was a Flame too bo 
 firong for the Waters of Death it felf to quench, What fi 
he once ſaid with reſpect to them, That having lo- .. 
ved his own, he loud em to the End“, may be in If 
ſome meaſure apply'd to them, that having ſincerely at 
lov d their bleſſed Lord, they loud him to the End. And th 
it was this their ſuperlative Affection to him, that V 
made them willing to be abſent from the Body, that in 
they might be preſent with him. It was this noble 
Principle that made em defirous to depart, and to be th 
with Chriſt, as accounting it (in it ſelf) incompa- | 
| rably better and more eligible than to continue in the e 
W Fleſh. It was this made em reliſh ſuch a Pleaſure || 
[F in that gracious Promiſe of his, Behold, I come quick. , fe 
; ly, and my Reward is with me, as to eccho back, ſp 
4 Amen, even ſo come Lord Jeſus. It was this made de 
J. them like Elijah, when he ſaw the Chariot and Hor- L. 
| ſes of Fire prepard for him, chearfully to aſcend to Ol 
8 the Regions of Light and Love, ' and without any. re 
'| reluctancy, to drop this Mantle of Fleſh here below. | — 
1 . wind : — St 
| * Joha xii. 1. be 
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Sr Arthur Langford; Bat. 11 

And how juſtly may thoſe be ſaid to die in the 
Lord, that die in the Exerciſe of ſuch a lively Faith 
and Hope in him, and ſuch an ardent Love to him | / 
Tis true indeed, that all ſincere Chriſtians do not 
die in thoſe Circumſtances, that give em the Oc- 
caſion and Capacity to declare to others theſe in- 
ward holy Motions and Exerciſes of their depart- 
ing Souls. Some are ſnatch'd off ſo ſuddenly, as 
to have no leiſure for em. Others are ſo ſunk un- 
der the Preſſure of bodily Infirmities, ſo oppreſsd 
with violent Pains, (that obſtru& the Exerciſe of 
their reaſonable Powers) that their Sun ſeems to ſet 
in a Cloud. But as their departing Souls may feel 
thoſe ,inward Exerciſes of their Divine Faith, and 
Hope and Love, which they are not able to ex- 
preſs ; ſo we have not the leaſt reaſon to draw any 
uncomfortable Concluſions, in reference to their 
final State, from their preſent inability to manifeſt -_ 
their pious Sentiments in their dying Moments. 
If they belong to Chriſt, we are ſure theſe Graces 
are the predominant and reigning - Principles «in 
their Hearts, and would exert- themſelves in the 
Manner I have now deſcrib'd, if their genuine Act- 
ings were not thus prevented and, hindred. 
Having thus conſider'd, who thoſe are that die in 
the Lord; I proceed, — 2 
IIdly, To conſider the Character here given of 
'em, viz. That they are Bleſſed. 
And here we may obſerve, that they are repre 
| ſented as Bleſſed or Happy, while they are with re- 
ſpe& to us, and this World of ours, confider'd as 
dead. Tis not ſaid, that the dead who die in the 
Lord ſhall be bleſſed, (viz. at the Time of our Savi- 
our's final Appearance, and of the general Reſur- 
rection); but that they are (even now) bleſſed or happy. 
They are already in a moſt deſirable and bliſsful 
State, actually poſſeſs'd of unſpeakable Happineſs 
begun, as well as Expectants of that additional 
On "2 Degree 
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Degree of it, which is reſerv d for em, when their 


Souls ſhall at the joyful. Coming of Chriſt, be re- 
united to their glorified Bodies. That God who 


owns himſelf to be their God by a peculiar and di- 
ſtinguiſhing Relation, is not (as our Saviour ob- 
ſerves) the God of the Dead, but of the Living. They 
are indeed to an Eye of Senſe, and to outward Ap- 
pearance, and to all the viſible Functions of this 
Animal Life, dead. Their Bodies viſibly appear 
to us as a Lump of lifeleſs and unactive Duſt. That 
nobler intellectual Subſtance that animated them, 
does, as to us, vaniſh and diſappear, leaving no- 
thing behind but the ghoſtly Ruins and Remains of 
this Tenement of Clay. But what is ſaid of other. 
Enemies, may be as truly {aid of Death, the laſt Enemy, 


that it can only kill the Body, but is not able to ex- 


tinguiſh, the Life of the Soul *.' Our diſſodged 
Souls do not ceaſe to act and live, when they ceaſe 


to animate theſe organized Clods of Earth. They 


return to God who gave em f, even to him the Father ' 
of Spirits, whoſe immediate Offspring they are. They 


are with that blefled Saviour who redeemd em, 


and into whoſe Hands they, by Faith, committed 
themſelves. They enjoy his immediate bliſsful 
Preſence, in whom they have believ'd, and whom 
they have ſincerely lovd and ſerv d. They are at 
Home with him. They are actually come to the inuu- 
merable Company of Angels, and to the Spirits of Juſt. 


Men made perfect. They join with em in their ho- 


nourable Vork, and ſhare with em in their uncon- 
ceivable Joys. In a word, they are bleſſed and happy : 
beyond what we can in this State of Diſtance and 
Darkneſs conceive or expreſs. \ 42 

Nor is it any valid Objection againſt this their 
initial Happineſs, that the Scriptures ſometimes 
ſpeak of their Reward, as if it commenc'd at the 
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final, Reſurrection. Becauſe ſuch Expreſſons may 
be juſtly underſtood of that conſummate. Rewayd,. 
which they thall.then by a ſolemn. and publick Sen- 
rence, of their final dg, bs put into che full 3 
ſeſſi ſhon ot. A enter 1-110 Mk fr 
og Hi Icom rg 4 
Secoudly, Fla ae Reaſons, alen * 
the dead chat die in 4 he. Lord, are pronounced 
ſed or Happy, rg? 81 5 N . their alan. 
and their Mork, n 80 bes 
ſhall 0 þ * ; cont der each, * theſs Reaſons... 

ET The Dead that 4p, in the Lord are bleſſed, n 
they rſt. fr rom their Labours. 

Tis here obſervable, that a 'Claiſtian's (7-48 : 
repreſented as a Courſe of continual Labours; _ 
the Word in the Original Lare, ] properly Baer 
difficult and toilſome, and painful Labours. 

Practical, Chriſtianity is not a lazy Profeſſion com- 
ſiſtent with our carnal Eaſe and Sloth, but an alive 
and truly laborious Exerciſe. A true Chriſſian 
muſt, in his extenſive. Work and Service, exped. a 
conſtant Oppoſition and ftriving.of the Fleſh againſt; 
the Spirit. He cannot perform the ſublime and ſpis: 
ritual Duties incumbent. on him, without frequently 
contending . againſt... the Reluctancy of a carnal 
Mind, — 1 backward - diſinclined , Heart. He. 
muſt. yet look for a ſtronger. Oppoſition from 4he: 
Powers of Darkneſs,, who will r y endeavour to 
regain the Poſſeſſion they have loſt, and at leaſt to 
lay all imaginable Rubs and Diſcouragements in 
the Way of his Duty. He muſt lay his Account 
for the like Oppoſition, from the Flatteries or 
Frowns of a malignant World that lie in ¶ Mieked 
-zeſs. 4; He muſt, in his holy Courſe, continually ſtem 

— Nie, and ſwim againſt the Stream of the cor - 
rupt Caſtoms and ſinful Examples of à defiled, 
an Pgchling World. And this can never be effe&u- 

| = done without Sreat Labour aud. Striſe, Self 
zo / denial 
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denial and Patience, holy Fortitude and Reſofution, 
and conſiderable” Diligence and Watchfulneſs. And 
therefore this religious Courſe is fitly compar'd to 
a Race, to a Combat, to a Warfare, which are all 


difficult and /aborious Exerciſes. | 5 
How great then muſt the Happineſs of thoſe be, 
that have ſo ſucceſsfully run their Race as to obtain 


Fight (or ſtriven the good Strife) of Faith, as to lay 
hold on eternal Life! Whoſe Warfare is happily ac- 


compliſh'd, and who after a tedious Combat are 
come off Conquerors, and gone to inherit the im- 


mortal Crown! How happy are they who have 


finiſhed their (difficult) Courſe with Joy, and after all 
their Lalours and Suſferings are entred into the pro- 
mis d everlaſting Rt Happy they who have no 


Remains of indwelling Sin to complain of, who are 


now above the Reach of all Temptations, being 
lodg d in that heavenly Paradiſe where the ſeducing 
Serpent can never enter! Who are releas'd from all 
the afflitive Evils of this Life, that extorted ſo 
frequent Groans from em; and are gone to thoſe 
Regions of Light and Joy, where there is no more 


Death, nor Sorrow, nor Crying, nor Pain, but all theſe 


Evils are paſsd away, and God has for ever wip'd 


away all Tears from their Eyes! Happy they whoſe 


painful Work and Tryals are over, and for who 


an eternal Repofe and Sabbatiſm remains * ! ade 


Only here we muſt not miſtake, as if this Ref? 
from their Labours, which is here aſſigned as the 


Reaſon of the Blefledneſs of thoſe who have died 


in the Lord, imported their being in a State of in- 
active Iuſenſibility and Sleep. On the contrary, 
thoſe happy Souls, that are deliver'd from the Bur- 
den of the Fleſh, have their intellectual Powers 


6 
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perfected, and rais d to the utmoſt Activity and 
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Vigour; 
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Fr Arthur Langford, Bart. 15 
Vigour; and they ere rate; capable both to 
glorify and to enjoy the bleſſed God in another 


Manner and Meaſure, than the Imperfection of our 


preſent State can admit. They are fitted for high- 
er Services than they can here perform, and for 
more raviſhing Joys than frail Mortality can bear. 


They are by the immediate Viſion of the Divine 


Glory fully transform'd into the Divine Likeneſs. 
But here is one vaſt Difference between their 
pai? and preſent State. In their pai? State, their 
Duty was, thro' the continual Oppoſition and Strug- 


| gle which they meet with (both from. within and 


from without) a really difficult and painful Labour. 
Whereas in their preſent State, their heavenly Work 
is their ſweeteſt Entertainment, and their Duty is 
their perpetual Delight. Chriſtian Sabbaths on 
Earth are to holy Souls their greateſt Pleaſure, and 


the ſweeteſt Foretaſts of Heaven. And therefore 


their future Happineſs is very fitly repreſented; as 


à perpetual Sabbatiſm; and all their painful Labours 


here prepare em for this ſpiritual eternal Reſt. 
2. The Dead that die in the Lord are bleſſed, be- 


E 


| Cauſe their Works follow 'em. EP 
Or, their Works accompany em, and go along with 


'em; (for tis not wxaaudls een ard, but er durdb.) 

Now that this Conſideration beſpeaks the Bleſ- 
ſedneſs of thoſe deceaſed Saints that die in the 
Lord, will appear, if we conſider the genuine Im- 
port af ie. AX ? ; 
By their Works we muſt, no doubt, underſtand 
their good and holy orks: All the Inſtances of their 
Piety towards God, their Juſtice and Charity to- 
wards Men, and their Sobriety in the due Govyern- 


ment of their Paſſions and Appetites, and all thoſe 


that were the genuine Effects and Indications of an 


heavenly Spirit and Diſpoſition. 


Now theſe good Yorks are fitly ſaid to accompany 
or go along with thoſe that die in the Lord. 1. As 


1 : a * P __ 
16 © A Sermon on the Death of 
1. As theſe Works will be ſolid Evidences of 
their Sincerity in their Chriſtian Profeffion. ' 
We may juſtly ſuppoſe, that every Chriſtian wil 
at Death undergo a Particular, as preparatory for 
the general judgment; and here the Sincerity or 
Hypocriſy of every Man's Profeſſion will be judg d 
by the genuine Fruits it has producd. Tis not 
every Man that has call'd our Saviour his Lord, 
Hall be own'd and accepted by him; but he that 
bay done the Vill of his heavenly Father: To others, 
not withſtand ing the ſpecious external Profeſſion 
they have made, he will fay, Depart from me, ye 
Workers ff Iniguity, I knot you "not *. en e 
Our Faith in him will then, and then only be 
own'd as unfeigned, and as the precious Faith of God's 
Elect, when it has purify d our Hearts, and ſanctify d 
our Lives; when it has enabled us to overrome the 
Mrd, and the manifold Temptations thereof; 
when it has prompted us to maintain (or tb excel in?. 
good Works, according to our Abilities and Oppor- 
tunities for em; when it has been the living Spring 
of ſincere and univerſal Obedience: So chat our 
Faith will be juſftify'd and perfetted by our Works, 
and thereby diſtinguiſh'd from that dend Faith of. 
Hy pocrites, that has been barren of theſe holy 


„ eng i ee 
Our Love to our bleſſed Saviour will then appear 
| to be ſincere and ſuperlative, when it has prompt- | 
0 ed us to keep his Commands ; when it has diſcover dd! 
ſi it ſelf in the Frequency and Fervour of our pub- 
it lick and private Acts of Devotion; and in our | _ 
1 zealons Endeavours to advance the Intereſts" of his j 
jt Kingdom, according to all the Advantages and p 
bi Talents we have been entruſted with; when'it has * 
0 powerfully incited us to all Acts of beneficent 4 
0 Kindneſs to his indigent, Members, and iticlin'd | 
(ll | „Matt. vi. 21, 42, G. „ F 
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S. Artur Langſond, Bat. 1 
us, as we had opportunity, to dd gad 10 all, but; eſpeci 
ally to, them-of tbe Haubold ef Faith f. It will then 
appear that it was a. Love, not in Word and Tongue 
only, but in Truth, and Del. 
In 4 Word, our Works will accompany us into 
the other World, as the beſt and the mioſt autheptick 
Teſtimonials we can produce of our paſt Integrity; 
and they are ſuch ſolid, ſuch ſubſtantial 2 000 


of it, as will be allow d at the Bar of our ſinal Judge. 


_ Only here I would ſubjoyn by way of Caution, 
that I ſpeak of ſuch, Morkt as are good, not only. as 
to the Matter, but as to the Manner of em. Suck 
as are by a ſincere Intention directed to the Glor 

of God, as their great End; ſuch. as are perform 

out of Obedience to his Command, and with 4 
ſincere Concern to approve our ſelyes to his all- 


eint Eye ; ſich as Ipring eee 


periative Love to him, © > 5.1, 4 ona 

2. The good. Works of ſuch as die in the Lord, may 
be ſaid to accompany,,or go along with em, in order 
to their being 41 erally rewarded according to the 
Tenure of God's gracious Promiſe. 2 


* 9 Sx 


Tis true indeed, we mult by no means conceive 


that any good Yorks of ours can enable us to claim 


Heaven as 4 Reward of Deli from the ſtrict Juſtice 


of God: For after we have done our beſt, we muſt 
(as our Lord has taught us) own our ſelves unprofit= 
able Servants, that have only done what was commands 
ed. Nay, we have done that in ſo very imperfect and 
defective a manner, as to need the Mercy of God to 
forgive our manifold Failures, and to accept our 

r Endeavours to glorify and ſerve him. We 


muſt therefore look for the heavenly Felicity no g- 
therwiſe than as a Reward of Grace; a Reward which 
no Works of ours (how laborious, how expenſive 


ſoever) can bear any Equality or Proportion to. We 


- : 0 8 muſt 


18 Sum on the Death of 

muſt look for the Mercy of our Lor eſm to eternal 

Life, and receive it as the Gift of God ihr him, the 

Fruit and Reſult of his Merits, not of ours. 
But ſince we are expreſly told, that we fall be 

Judged "according to our Works ; ſince eternal Life is pro- 

mis d to them h feek for Honour, Glory and Immor- 


reality, © by patient continuance in well-doing': Since our 


bleſſed Lord (in the Account which himſelf gives 
us of the Proceſs of his final Judgment) is pleas'd 
to aſſign the good Works of his faithful Seryants, 
as the Reaſon and Ground of that favourable Sen- 


tence he will paſs upon em, Come ye bleſſed of my 


Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you, from be- 
fore the Foundation of the World; for I was an hungred, 
and ye gave me Meat, thirſty, and ye gave me Drink, 
. a Stranger, and ye took me in, naked, and ye clothed 


me, &c. We may hence clearly ſee, that the good 


Works of deceaſed Saints will accompany 'em into 
the other World, to ſecure to 'em thar glorious Re- 
compence of Reward that divine Bounty and Grace 
has been pleas'd to aſſign unto em. Not only their 


publick Acts of Devotion; but thoſe Prayers they 


pour'd out in their Cloſets and ſecret Retirements ; 
not only their open Acts of Liberality, but thoſe 


Alms which their Right Hand has diſtributed without the 


Knowledge of their Left, ſhall accompany em in or- 


der to their being openly own'd and rewarded. In 


a Word, all their good Works, even ſuch as never 
fell under the Notice and Obſervation of their Fel- 


low-Creatures, will appear upon Record. None of 


em (not ſo much as the Mido Mite, or a Cup of 
cold Water given to a Diſciple in the Name of a Dif- 


gotten, or go unrewarded. 
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ciple, by ſuch as had no more to give) will be for- 
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. The 5 Works of fach 4 as * in * Lord, 
will accompany or go along with em, as Matter of their 


| ſweet and comfortable Refle&ions. 


All their difficult or coſtly Services, all their r pa 
ful Labours, all the reproachful or injurious 
they have patiently ſuffer'd for the'Sake of Ch 
and pA a a all the ag Inſtances of 
their dutiful Obedience, all the: genuine Fruits of 
their fervent Love to our bleſſed Lord aud to his 
Members, will be delightful in the Review, and be 
erperual Spring of Peace and Conſolation to their 
Minds A good Conſcience will be to them a con- 


3 — "Prat? — Olim hac meminiſſe juvabit. They 
will contemplate the paſt Inſtances of their Duty 


with a freſh pleaſure, and with adoring Thoughts 

of that powerful Grace of God that made em his 
I orkmanſhip, created in Chris? Jeſus to thoſe good Works 
in which he bad ordain'd (or prepar d) em to walk. 
They will review. em, not with any proud and 
ſelf-exalting Thoughts, but with an humble Admi- 
ration of that diſtinguiſhing Grace, that has made 
its own Strength appear in their-Weakneſs, and has 
made thoſe Hearts, that were once a barren Soil, 
productive of all theſe holy Fruits, inciting em to 
abound in every good Word and Mork, and to do all 


Things thro' Chris ſftrengthning em. 


at well may thoſe deceaſed Saints, that died in 
the Lord, be repreſented as truly bleſed, when their 
Works ſhall thus go along with 'em, as Evidences of 
their paſt Sincerity, in order to their receiving that 
liberal and glorious Reward that ſhall be allotted 


em; (a Re ward infinitely ſurpaſſing not only their 
: Deſerts, bur their very Thoughts and Expectations;) 
and when they will be ſuch a pleafing Entertain- 


ment, ſuch a Source of raviſhing Joy in their grats- 


ful Reflections upon em. 


It now remains, that we make ſome practical im- 
Neriment; of * important Subject. 


C2 Are 
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Are the Dead that die in the Lord truly bleſſed ? And 


that becauſe they ref from their Labeurs, and their 


Works go along with em Then, 

1: This Subject ſpeaks no Comfort, but rather 
Terror to ſuch, 'whoſe wicked Practices are utterly 
unſuitable to their Chriſtian Profeſſion. 08 
Ho can ſuch as never ſincerely lied to the Ho- 
nour of their bleſſed Redeemer, nay, whoſe irreli- 
gious and unholy Life has been rather a Stain and 
Blemiſh to that - ſacred Livery of his which they 
wear, be ſuppos'd to die in the Lord! How can they 
expect to die in a State of Acceptance and Favour 
with him, whoſe Hearts were never inflam'd with 
any ardent Affection to him; who neyer made it the 
Study of their Lives to glorify and ſerve him, and 
whoſe dead and ineffectual Faith never ab 
any living. Fruits of holy Obedience? All ſuct 
Workers of Iniquity our bleſſed Lord has plainly fore- 
warn'd, that he will at the great Day openly diſ- 
own em, and diſdain any Relation to em. Such 
have no pious Labours in his Service to res? from, 
having been rather employ'd in the Nrudgery of 
Satan, and in the Service of diverſe Luſts and Plea. 


ſures, of which they can expect no other ages 
than eternal Death. Their Morks ſhall indeed ac- 
company them into the other World; but tis only to 


be the ſad Evidences of their Hypocriſy and Inſin- 
cerity in their Chriſtian Profeſſion, to juſtify and 
aggravate their final Condemnation. Their Works 
ſhall go along with them, to riſe up in Judgment a- 


gainſt em, and to expoſe em to that Tribulation aud 
Anguiſh, Indignation and Wrath, that is denounced a- 
ains? every Soul of Man that doth evil f. Their 
Works ſhall attend em, to furnifh an enraged Con- 
ſcience with juſt Matter of perpetual Accuſation, 
and of the moſt ſtinging Reproaches, and bitter 
Reflections on their own inexcuſable Guilt; to ſup- 


F Matt. vi. 21, 22, c. 7 Rom. ii. 7,8, @c. 
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| ply conſtant Food to be Worm that never dies," and 
Fuel to the Fire that ſhall never be quench . 
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dant Conſolation, in Reference to our pious Chri 


2. This Subject ſuggeſts to us ground of abun- 


tian Relatives and Friends that have dy d in the Lord. 
Whatever Reaſon we may have to mourn over 
our own Loſs, by our being depriv'd of the Advan- 
tages of their deſirable Society and Converſe, and 
the Benefit of their wiſe Counſels and kind Affiſt- 
ance: We have no Reaſon to mourn on their Ac. 
count, but much to rejoyce in the Contemplation 
of their preſent happy State. Our Loſs, how great 
ſoever, is their much greater and unſpeakable Gary. 
We have no Reaſon to regard em as wholly. hf 
and dead, becauſe they are dead to this World of 
ours. There is à glorious World above, which 
their departing Souls are entred into; where they 
enjoy infinitely more deſirable Society, are em- 

loyd in more noble Work, and partake of higher 
Joys than we can now conceive. *Were it poſſible 
for our ſelfiſh Wiſhes to call em back into this World 
again, we cou d not do em a greater Diskindneſs 
and Injury. This were to call em back to thoſę 
painful Labours, from which they now ſweetly 


veſt, to that tedious Warfare which they have now 


Þ 


ſucceſsfully: accompliſh'd, to thoſe weariſome Conflicts, 


over which they are come off Conquerors, and now 
triumph. If we truly love em, we wou'd not (were 
that in our Power) bring em down from thoſe 


Manſions of Light to this Vale of Tears, from 


thoſe undefiled Regions of Blifs to this polluted and 
miſerable Spot of Earth; they may juſtly ſay to us, 


as our Saviour once ſaid to his Diſciples, If ye 


loved me, ye uon d rejoyce, becauſe I go to my Father. 
O 


And, bleſſed be God, we have this ſolid ground 


of Conſolation concerning ſeyeral Members of this 
Chriſtian Society, who have lately finiſh'd their 


Courſe, and now reſt from their Labours. And we 


have ſo in particulat᷑ in Reference to that excellent 


Mem- 
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22 Sermon on the Death of. % 


Member of it (the late Sir Arrbur Langfard, Bar) A 


whoſe Death has given Occaſion to my inſiſting on 
this: Subject. dtn 


I bare had the Honour of his Ac uaintance and 


Conyerſe now upwards of Thirty Years. And I 
ſhall ſuggeſt nothing concerning him, but what is 

ounded on my own Knowledge and Obſervation, 
and whar I apprehend may be uſeful to excite others 
to an Imitation of what appear d truly Amiable and 
Praiſe-worthy in him. ; 


I Qudiouſly omit the mention of his Deſcent, and 


the Alliance it gave him to ſome noble Families in 


this Kingdom. Theſe are Advantages that argue 
no real Excellency and Worth in thoſe that are poſ- 
eſs'd of em. To be born of God, and born from a- 
love, is a far higher Honour than the moſt illuſtri- 
ous Extraction on Earth can give. 

* He had, thro the Benefit of pious Education, 
imbib'd betimes the Principles of the Chriſtian Re- 


as; phat in which it is compleatly deliver'd, as 
well as with thoſe excellent Books that have been 
med in Defence of it, had ſo rivetted in his 


\ 


Mind the firm. Belief of it, that I never found him 


any way ſhaken by the vile Attempts of the Infidels 
of this Age, to decry the Infpiration and Autho- 
rity of thoſe ſacred Books. He was One that truly 
xelicv'd and reverenc d the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
regarded it not only as a Sſtem of heavenly Dobtrines, © 


but as a Rule of Life. And tho he did not wholly 


neglect the Peruſal of the moſt important Contro- 
verſial Writings ; yet he took greater Pleaſure in 
Books of practical Divinity. He had entertain d 


true Notions of Primitive Chriſtianity, as deſcrib'd 


in the New Teſtament, and had learn'd to diſtin- 
guiſh it from the unneceſſary Appendages, and the cor- 
rupt Additions of ſucceeding Ages, that only adulte- 
rate the Sizaplicity and Purity of it. He had a juſt | 


Abhorrence of Popery, as diſtinguiſu d from our com- 


Axio 4 


ligion; and his early Acquaintance with thoſe Holy 4} 
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mon ChrifZianity, not only on the account of its ma. 


nifold pernicious Errors, but eſpecially of that vile 
Idolatry, that monſtrons Tyranny, that groſs Uncha-. 


ritableneſs, and that inhuman Cruelty,that have reign'd 


ſo long in that Apoſtate Church. And cho as to 
the unhappy Differences among our ſelyes, his Judg- 


ment led him upon due Deliberation to eſpouſe the 


unjuſtly deſpiſed Cauſe of Non-Conformity, and to 
adhere teddily to it; yet his Charity was truly Catho- 


lick and Comprehenſive, 2 appear d 


to love our Lord Jeſus in Sinterity, notwirh anding 
their different Sentiments in ſach'dubivas and con» 
troverted Matters, as touch'd not the Eſſentials of the 
Chriſtian Religion. For he valued himſelf and others 
more on the account of their being fircere Chriſti 
ans, than upon their being of this or that ſub-dividel 
Denomination ; as ſenfible that the great Eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity wherein they are agreed, are of far 

eater Importance and Moment, than thoſe wheres 


Jun they differ. He was ftrict and conſtane in keep- 
t 


ing up the Exerciſes of Family-Religion, and thou 
it not beneath his Character to officiate himſelf, 
when Miniſters were not preſent. His religious, 


I his juſt and ſober Converſation rendred him an ex- 


emplary Ornament to his Profeſſion, and his exten- 
five Charity an eminent Support of it. He was 
with reſpect to the Intereſts of the Kingdom a true 


Patriot, that ſhew'd a ſteddy and unbiaſs'd Concern 


for the Liberties and Welfare of it, whenever any 


(F Occaſion offer'd in the great Council of Parliament, 


But he had above all the Proteſtant Intereſt in theſe 
Kingdoms, and throughout Europe, truly at Heart. 
Among many other Evidences of this that I cou d 
produce, I ſhall only mention one, wiz. That ar 
ſeveral Times, during his long-continu'd Diſorders, 
he wou'd in kis audible Prayers, be much enlarg'd 
in begging of God the Reſtoration of the oppreſ- 
ſed Reformed Churches abroad, and b En- 
largement of the Iutereit of the Reformed Religion, 
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for the Continuance of his own Life, it way chiefly 


Demonſtration in his generous Liberality to the 


as well as. the Revival of practical Piety in theſe © 


Lands. And ſuch Petitions he offer'd with ſo ro- 
markable Fervency, that when he ſeem'd to pray "1 


on this Account, that he might live to ſee the An- 
{wer of theſe Requeſts. And that theſe were not 
barren ineffectual: Wiſhes, he has given a ſenſible 
French Refugees, and in his Readineſs to ſupport 
the Intereſt of Religion in many Parts of the King- 
dom, according to the conſiderable Ability God 
had entruſted him with. For, as he was bleſs'd 
with a plentiful Eſtate, ſo he had an Heart and Hand 
open and enlarg'd in doing Good. His Ear was 
attentive to-all:Motions of that kind, whenever his 
Judgment was ſatisfy'd that there was a Probability 
of what he gave turning to any valuable and be- 
neficial Account. For his Charity was always un- 
der the Conduct of Judgment and Diſcretion. How | 2 
kind and indulgent a Landlord he was to his Te- 
nants, (perhaps in ſome Inſtances to an Exceſs) is | d 
ſufficiently known, and his laſt Will (wherein he | 8 
forgave em all one half Year's Rent, on Condition | 
of paying off their Arrears) amply teſtifies. And 

as his living Single, and his utter fete to Lux- at 
ury and Pomp, and to the Trouble and Snares of. . 

a promiſcuous Converſation, led him to a more re- 0 


as ai Ss ,. 5-5 F WJZ Py 
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tir d Way of Living, (wherein he divided his Time di 
between the innocent Improvements of his Seat in || py 
the Country, and his Books) ſo he gave this as a ä tc 
farther Reaſon of his declining the uſual Expences at 
of an open Table, that he might have the more to w 
ſpare for better Uſes. And as his large Contribus | ar 
tions on manifold Occaſions, to ſuch pious and cha- TP 
ritable Uſes in his Life-time, ſhew'd that bis liberal R 
Heart devis'd liberal Things; ſo his noble Benefa&tion 4 ur 
at his Death will render his Memory honourable v 
and precious to thoſe that ſurvive him, according 2 bc 
to the known and juſt Maxim of the P/a/miſty., The IF gr 
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and Darkneſs about a future State: 
whoſe guilty Conſciences carry the fearful Preſages 


* dread the Thoughts of going to his everlaſting 
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"Righteous ( which muſt be there uriderſtood of the 
Beneficent and Charitable) Ba be had in Cooder ary 1 oh | 


mmnembrance. 


But yet he was ſo far ſom being puff d up with 
any proud Conceit of Merit from any good Works 
of his, that I have ſcarce obſerv'd any that reflected 
on their paſt Offences and Failures with a deeper 
Humility, and a more earneſt Application to God 
thro' a Mediator, both for his pardoning Mercy 
and ſanctifying Grace, and that expreſs d a more 
abaſing Senſe of his need of it. | 

I am well aſſur d, That Death it ſelf 925 no un- 
welcome Surprize to him. I cannot eaſily forget the 


laſt Words J heard him utter; being told, That our 
Lord Jeſus had promis 'd to come quickly, and to bring 


his Reward with him ; and that it ſhou'd be the Lan- 
guage of our believing Souls, Amen, even ſo come 
Lord Jeſus; he reply'd with an earneſt Emotion, J 


80 to him, I go to him. 


He now reſts from his Labours ; "arid I am perſwa- 
ded, that his Works accompany bim, to evidence his 


Sincerity, to heighten his Reward, and to be Mat- 
ter of delightful Reflexion in the Review of em. 


3. This Subject ſhoud arm all ſincere Chriſtians | 
againſt the inordinate Fear of Death. 
Why ſhou'd a Chriſtian, that is conlvioue of his 


own Sincerity, be afraid to die? It were no won- 


der, if Death appear'd terrible to thoſe, that ap- 
prehended it to be the utter Extinction of Life: Or 
to thoſe, that were under a miſerable. Uncertainty 
Or to thoſe, 


and Fore-bodings of the Wrath to come: Or e- 


ven unto thoſe, that are under perplexing Doubts in 


Reference to their ſpiritual State. But tis moſt 
unreaſonable and unaccountable, that a Chriſtian, 


whole Life is a continu'd Courſe of faithful La- 


bours in the Service of his bleſſed Lord; ſhou'd 


Reſt, 
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Reſt. Shou d Foreigners in a ſtrange Land be unwil- 


| ling to return to their Native Soil ? Shou'd thoſe 


that are engag'd in a tedious Warfare regret, that 
tis accompliſb d, and that they are going to receive 
the immortal Crown? What, tho' the Paſſage by 


Death be dark and gloomy, when it leads to the 


Manſions of Light and Life? What, tho' we muſt 
cloſe our bodily Eyes on this ſenſible World, when 
we ſhall open thoſe of our Minds on the raviſhing 
 Glories of a better? What, tho' we muſt leave our 
endear'd Relations and Friends on Earth, when we 
ſhall go to far more deſirable Society and Converſes 
above? Eſpecially, when we have the comfortable 
Proſpect, that tho' we part with em now in Tears, 
we ſhall ecr long have « joyful Meeting with em in 
the Kingdom of God, where there will be no fear 


Of any unwelcome Separation for ever. If then we 


believe, That for thoſe who have /iv'd to Chris?, to 
die will be ſuch unſpeakable Gain, Death ſhou'd not 
be ſuch an Object of our Averſion and Dread. The 
Hopes of being for ever with our bleſſed Lord, ſhou'd 


reconcile us to it, and even render the Thoughts 


of it ſweet and comfortable to us. | | 
4. Let us all hence learn ſo to live to our bleſſed 
Lord, and fo to die in him, that we may reſt from our 
Labours, and our Works may go along with us. 


Let us learn to live to our bleſſed. Lord. 


This is what he has by Dying for us, laid upon 


us the ſtrongeſt Obligations to do. We muſt thus 
Jive to him, by making his Glory the End, his Laus 
the Rule, his Service the principal Employment, and 
his Example the Pattern of our Life. Our Life 
-ſhou'd be made up of faithful and painful, con- 


ſtant and unweary d Labours to promote the In- 


tereſts of his Kingdom, and to further our own _ 
and others preſent and eternal Welfare. It ſhou'd 
be employ'd in Works of Piety, Sobriety, Juſtice | 
and extenſive beneficent Charity, according to our 
real Abilities. And tis ſuch painful Labours as 


theſe, 
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theſe, that muſt prepare us for that happy Ref? mas 
remains for the People of God. "Tis ſuch excellent Works 
as theſe, that will go along with us into the other 


World. We cannot carry our Houſes and Lands, our 


Bills and Bonds, our Riches or Honours thither. Theſe 


muſt all be left behind us, and we go as naked out 
of this World as we came into it. Nay, were it poſſi- 
ble to carry any of theſe external Poſſeſſions or Pri- 
vileges along with us, they wou d be of no Signi- 
ficancy or Uſe to us. Riches uon d not profit in the 
Day of Wrath. Earthly Treaſures cou'd not pure 
chaſe for us an eternal Inheritance. Our ſecular 
Honours cou'd not intitle us to a Crown of Righ» 
teouſneſs and Glory. We can reap no farther Ad- 
vantage from em, than what muſt reſult from our 

aſt faithful Improvement of theſe Talents, for the 
lory and Service of our great Lord that intruſted 


us with em. | £ 
But we may and ſhall carry with us the ſp;ritual 


7 
. 


Treaſures of Wiſdom and Holineſs, Our Chriſtian 


Graces and Vertues will accompany us, and be our in- 
- ſeparable Attendants. All our good Works and faith- 
ful Services will go along with us, Our fervent Prayers 


and other Acts of Devotion; our Acts of beneficent 
Kindneſs to the Bodies and Souls of Men, will not 


be left behind. They will appear as Witneſſes of 


our Sincerity; they will aſcertain to us the glorious 
Fruit and Reward thereof; they will be a continual 
Spring of Peace and Joy to gur Minds, when ever 


we look back upon em. O let us then, by abound- 


ing in 'em, /ay up a good Foundation (or a good Store 
and Treaſure) again the Time to come, that we may lay 
hold on eternal Life *. Let us not be ſlothful, but Followers 
of them who thro Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes f. 

And as a true Chriſtian ſhou'd thus live to his 
bleſſed Lord, ſo it ſhou'd be his earneſt Defire and 
Endeavour to die in him. 
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* 1 Tim. vi. 19. 14 Heb. vi. 12. 
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11 y Approaches, it ſhou'd be our \Gare, that gur in- 
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N be ſuitable to Our State, and to bur divine "Hopes. 
. Tis highly deſirable to finiſh our Courſe with: Je. W 8 
wou d be ambitious to glority our bleſſed Redecthe - 
| er at Death as welt as in Liſe. Tis 4 becoming a 4 
17 tdomfortable Sight, to behole a Ohtiſtian Jene 
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Death in the actual Exerciſe, of à lively Faith if 
the Son of God, of an ardent Love to im, and 3 ; 
D joy ful Hope of being for ever with him, He 
. ſhou'd be concern d if God 1975 him Leiſure ang 
17 exerciſe of his intellectual Powers, to bear 
| #4 his Teſtimony to the holy Truths and Ways e 
In Chriſt, with his dying Breath; and to commend 
| | v2 Hi eparting ; Soul with, an ingetiuous Affance and 
i Tru into the Hands of Him that ranſom” od it. 
i bleſſed indeed are ſuch as thus Hneerely Tab 
25 10 the Lord, and thus believinely 4 die in him, Such | 
| ; BY ſweetly ref? from their Preſent TLubours; ; and their 
| ER Works x o along with ein, in order to their receivi ing 
char tfanſcendetit and glorious Ræward of Grace, } 
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